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CTYPtOgTaphers Ready to Re51st Smoth CIng ;-

. TotheEditor:; . - material — and this has not happened

¢ In your April 12 edxtona} “Smoth- thhthe40papers senttodate—itcan
* ered by a Security Blanket,” you state-~ join us in discussion toward informal

. that the small group. of researchers- resolution of the conflict. In the ab-|
workmg in the mathematics of codes  sence of such resolution we may re- |

_ i | and code-breaking agreed voluntarily  sort to existing laws on classification
Jo submit their articles. for approval oradjudicationby thecourts. . 7 ]
i beforepublication. - .-, This apparently subtle dlﬂerence is
° . This is not true for M. l 'r. Labora- 5 gnificant because it pmerv&sxhem-
; tory for Computer Science research.. - dependence of the university in the
” érs.- We undertook, on our own initia- . pursuit of unclassified knowledge ="
" tiveand three years.before:Admiral In- an essential and proven balance Tor
* man’s request,. to send all- cryptogra.- - the well-being of our-nation. This-is:
{ phy-related articles tothe National Se-  particularly true “in- ‘eryptography,’

; curity Agency at the same time we  which; besides being useful to govern-
sendthemtocolleaguw forcomment. .- mental communications’ and . intelli- |

- This M.LT. policy, accepted by the ~gence,isalsocritical for protecting ini-
N.S.A. ditfers significantly from the formation  in -the rapidly evolving
lnr.nan request in that the write-ups computer-eommummtmns environ:

¢ are sent to inform the N.S.A. of cur. - ment. MICBAEL L. DERTOUZOS -
-, work rather than to obtain permission -« - Director, M.I T, Laboratory
i for publication. If the N.S.A. becomes.c TR .*for Computer Science

concerned about our pubhslnng such ';‘t‘ Cambri ge, Mass » Apnl 14: 1982
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